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Welcome to God’s House 

In this sin-stained planet, trials and difficulties abound; storms rage, diseases spread, 
fires burn, wars are waged. So much of what we see happening all around us weighs 
heavy on our hearts. Yet, even as we are surrounded by the
dangers of this world, Christians can remain thankful. Our Savior,
Jesus, lives to preserve his people. He is the one who grants us
health and physical well-being during our short lives upon this
earth. And his preservation continues once our lives on this planet
are over. This Thanksgiving, as we continue to face the daily-challenges of a global 
pandemic, it is fitting that we take the time to thank our God for his continued 
preservation of both our bodies and souls. His faithful love endures forever!

Opening Hymn   We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer   CW #609

We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator!
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring:
We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you;
We bless your holy name; glad praises we sing.

We worship you, God of our fathers; we bless you.
Through trial and tempest our guide you have been;
When perils o’ertake us, you will not forsake us,
And with your help, O Lord, our battles we win.

With voices united our praises we offer;
To you, great Jehovah, glad anthems we raise.



Your strong arm will guide us; our God is beside us.
To you, our great Redeemer, fore’er be praise!
Invocation

M: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

Dialogue of Praise & Thanksgiving      selected verses from 1 Chronicles 16

M: Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make known among the nations 
what he has done.

C: Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts.

M: Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.
C: Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face always.

M: Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles and the judgments he 
pronounced.

C: He remembers his covenant forever, the word he commanded, for a thousand 
generations.

M: Sing to the LORD, all the earth; proclaim his salvation day after day.
C: Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples.

M: For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all 
gods.

C: Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and joy in his dwelling place.

M: Ascribe to the LORD, O families of nations, ascribe to the LORD glory and 
strength.

C: Bring an offering and come before him; worship the LORD in the splendor of 
his holiness.



M: Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad;
C: Let them say among the nations, “The LORD reigns!”

M: Let the sea resound, and all that is in it;
C: Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them!

M: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
C: his love endures forever.

M: Cry out, “Save us, God our Savior; gather us and deliver us from the nations,
C: that we may give thanks to your holy name, and glory in your praise.”

M: Praise be to the LORD, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting.
C: Then all the people said “Amen” and “Praise the LORD.”

Song of Praise         Praise to God, Immortal Praise   CW #612:1, 4

C: ♫   Praise to God, immortal praise, for the love that crowns our days.
Bounteous Source of ev’ry joy, let your praise our tongues employ.
All to you, our God, we owe, Source whence all our blessings flow.

As your prosp’ring hand has blest, may we give you of our best
And by deeds of kindly love for your mercies grateful prove,
Singing thus through all our days: “Praise to God, immortal praise.”

Prayer of the Day

M: Let us pray.
Almighty God, your mercies are new every morning and you graciously provide 
for all our needs of body and soul. By the work of your Spirit lead us to 
acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your benefits, and serve you in 
willing obedience all our days; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.



C: Amen.

First Reading                    Genesis 8:18-22

18 So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives. 19 All the 
animals and all the creatures that move along the ground and all the birds—
everything that moves on land—came out of the ark, one kind after another.
20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and, taking some of all the clean animals and 
clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it. 21 The Lord smelled the pleasing 
aroma and said in his heart: “Never again will I curse the ground because of humans, 
even though every inclination of the human heart is evil from childhood. And never 
again will I destroy all living creatures, as I have done.
22 “As long as the earth endures,
seedtime and harvest,
cold and heat,
summer and winter,
day and night
will never cease.”

M: This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
C: ♫  For the fruit of his creation, thanks be to God.        CW #611:1

For his gifts to ev’ry nation, thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping,
Future needs in earth’s safekeeping, thanks be to God.

Second Reading  James 1:16-18

16 Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good and perfect gift is 
from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not 
change like shifting shadows. 18 He chose to give us birth through the word of 
truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.

M: This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!



C: ♫  For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God.        CW #611:3
For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God.
For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us,
Most of all that Love has found us, thanks be to God.

Gospel               Luke 19:1-10

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of 
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who 
Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. 4 So he ran 
ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.
5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down
immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he came down at once and 
welcomed him gladly.
7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a 
sinner.”
8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of
my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay 
back four times the amount.”
9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is 
a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

M: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Hymn of the Day                     Now Thank We, All Our God   CW #610

Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things has done, in whom his world rejoices,
Who from our mother’s arms has blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love and still is ours today.



Oh, may this bounteous God through all our life be near us,
With ever-joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us
And keep us in his grace and guide us when perplexed
And free us from all ills in this world and the next.

All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given,
The Son, and him who reigns with them in highest heaven,
The one eternal God, whom earth and heav’n adore!
For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.

Thanksgiving Devotion      Psalm 107:1

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.
Confession of Faith                                                         First Article of the Apostles’ Creed

  
C: I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

M: What does this mean?
C: I believe that God created me and all that exists, and that he gave me my body 

and soul, eyes, ears and all my members, my mind and all my abilities. 

And I believe that God still preserves me by richly and daily providing clothing 
and shoes, food and drink, house and home, spouse and children, land, cattle, 
and all I own, and all I need to keep my body and life. God also preserves me by
defending me against all danger, guarding and protecting me from all evil. 

All this God does only because he is my good and merciful Father in heaven, 
and not because I have earned or deserved it. For all this I ought to thank and 
praise, to serve and obey him. 

This is most certainly true.

Offering Hymn             We Give Thee But Thine Own   CW #485:1-2



The members of Zion have joined together to do the Lord's work in this community and around the world. If
you are a visitor, please don’t feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our ministry.                     

C: ♫   We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.

May we thy bounties thus as stewards true receive
And gladly, as thou blessest us, to thee our firstfruits give.

Prayer of the Church

M: Let us cry aloud our thanks to our God. For the tender love you show your 
whole creation, we give you thanks.

C: For the food we eat, the clothes we wear, and for the homes in which we live, 
we give you thanks.

M: For our families, for husbands, wives, and children, for grandparents and 
grandchildren, and for aunts and uncles, we give you thanks.

C: For the fields and their harvest, for farmers and their labors, and for the good 
earth and all its bounty, we give you thanks.

M: For our nation and all its people, for the freedoms we enjoy, and especially for 
the freedom to worship you in peace, we give you thanks.

C: For the sufferings that come upon us, and for the reminder they bring of the 
one thing needful, we give you thanks.

M: Above all, for the incarnation of our Lord, for his suffering and death, for his 
Glorious resurrection and ascension, and for the coming of the Holy Spirit, we 
give you thanks.

C: For the sacred Scriptures, for the Law that shows us our sin, and for the 
Gospel that reveals the righteousness of Christ as your gift to us, we give you 
thanks.



Special prayers and intercessions may follow

M: For these and all your mercies – mercies beyond number and measure – and for
the joy you give us to stand before you and praise your name, we give you 
thanks.

C: To you alone, O Lord God Almighty, we give all glory now and forevermore. 
Amen.

M: Gracious Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing
                                                                     

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.
 

Closing Hymn            We Thank You for Your Blessings   CW #615

We thank you for your blessings, Almighty Lord, our King;
We thank you for the harvests, yes, Lord, for ev’rything:
For flow’rs that bloom in springtime, for rip’ning fruit and grain,
For all the precious sunshine, and for the gentle rain.

This day of great thanksgiving we count them one by one:
Our free and fruitful country, the great things you have done,



Our family, our loved ones, the guardian angels’ care,
Our very self and heartbeat—Lord, hear our thankful prayer!

But best of all your blessings, the rainbow of your love,
Are all the many mercies your Word brings from above.
Our life now has full meaning—Christ Jesus is our God!
Thanksgiving shall be living the way the Savior trod.

Announcements

We thank   Bea Pamperin for serving as our organist this weekend.  

Advent Supper & Worship   Next Wednesday, December 1st, will be an opportunity to 
start our Christmas preparation with a night of fellowship and worship. Our Ladies’ 
Aid is preparing a soup supper at 6 p.m. (sign up to bring a dessert on the bulletin 
board) followed by a shortened worship service at 7 p.m. You’ll be fed bodily and 
spiritually as you start the season of Advent! 

Stage Setup   Thanks to those who couldn’t wait to set up the stage and got the job 
done on Tuesday already. 



Decorating day   We could use lots of help next Sunday, December 5th, right after the 
late service to help decorate the church for Christmas. We’ll start about 10:45 a.m. 

Please pick up a December calendar, Forward in Christ, and copy of the new 
Meditations booklet on the cabinets in the entryway. The Meditations devotional 
starts this Sunday! There are also some Advent-specific devotional booklets that run 
from December 1st – 25th available. Titled We Have Seen His Glory, it will explore the 
ways Christians have seen Christ in the Old Testament appearances of “the glory of 
the LORD” and “the angel of the LORD.” Then it looks at New Testament passages 
that take up the theme of Christ’s glory as well.

May God our heavenly Father, the giver of every good and perfect gift, bless your 
thanksgiving with joy and peace as you gather with family and friends to give him 
thanks! Happy Thanksgiving!






